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October 27, 2009

The Willis Research Network (WRN), part of Willis Group Holdings Limited, announced that a prestigious German
institution has joined the WRN, thus enhancing its capabilities in Europe.

The newest member is the Center for Disaster Management and Risk Reduction Technology (CEDIM) which incorporates
the Helmholtz Center Potsdam, the German Research Center for Geoscience (GFZ), and the Karlsruhe Institute of
Technology (KIT).

"The CEDIM is a leader in multi-disciplinary research on extremes and hazards including flooding, seismic risk and
applications of remote sensing to insurance," said Willis. "The main goal of CEDIM is to advance the scientific
understanding of natural and man-made hazard assessment and to develop disaster management solutions for the early
detection and reduction of risk."

The WRN-CEDIM collaboration is expected to encompass all these areas, with the prospective appointment of a Willis
Research Fellow to increase capacity in hail risk modeling and research.

Dirk Spenner, Managing Director of Willis Re Germany, commented, "We are delighted that the CEDIM team are joining
the WRN to bring further strength to our natural hazards modeling in Germany. This will help us to offer our clients cutting-
edge reinsurance solutions, while advantaging the wider market through the advancement of research into natural and
man-made perils."

Professor Friedemann Wenzel, Director of CEDIM at Karlsruhe, added, "We have had the pleasure of working with the
WRN for around six months and there are many exciting synergies in Germany and far beyond. We look forward to the
prospect of our work becoming further integrated into the insurance industry via the WRN."

Matthew Foote, Research Director of the WRN, explained the wider role that CEDIM will play in the Network. He said,
"What has struck us is how CEDIM's work overlaps with our wider interests in Turkey, South East Asia and Europe, and on
the Global Earthquake Model. CEDIM's research is stimulating broad collaboration across our international WRN
membership."

Willis explained that its Research Network "is focused on evaluating the frequency, severity and impact of major
catastrophes ?€" from flooding to hurricanes and earthquakes - and seeks to help society at local and global levels
manage these risks and share the costs of these events via public and private sector approaches.

"In order to achieve this, Willis has teamed up with 22 leading institutions across a full range of disciplines from
atmospheric science and climate statistics, to geography, hydrology and seismology, to assess the impacts on the
environment via engineering, exposure analysis and Geographic Information Systems. Additional information can be found
at: www.willisresearchnetwork.com.

Source: Willis Group Holdings - www.willis.com

Find this article at:
hitp://www.insurancejournal.com/news/international/2009/10/27/104817.htm
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members from the Center for Disaster Management and Risk Reduction Technology
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Deutsche Bank appoints James Freeman as Head of Banking Research

... of James Freeman as Head of Banking Research.Mr Freeman replaces Ross Brown, who will be faking a one
year sabbatical to travel overseas with his family, and will report to Tim King, who returns from sabbatical to resume
his role ...

E O ank » BB Nomination »

95% | 30.09.09 - 17:46 . source : Reed Elsevier

Elsevier launches SciVal funding solution to help U.S. research institutions better compete
for grants

... Funding Opportunities with Historical Award Information and Publication Data AMSTERDAM — Elsevier, a
world-leading publisher of scientific, technical and medical information products and services, today announced the
launch of SciVal Funding, a comprehensive funding intelligence solution for U.S. research institutions.A ...
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$214 MILLION IN STIMULUS GRANTS FOR LI RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS

... State universities, medical facilities, businesses and research institutions have been awarded 1,164 research
grants worth more than $600 million through competitive stimulus funds available through the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). The federal agencies providing these funds include the ...
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Government of Canada Invests in Research Infrastructure at Atlantic Canada Institutions
.. — The Honourable Tony Clement, Minister of Industry, today welcomed a significant investment by the Canada
Foundation for Innovation (CFl) in support of new state-of-the-art infrastructure at three research institutions in
Atlantic Canada. This investment in Canada’s research infrastructure will ...
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